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SURREY HILLS STATION - 100 YEARS 
WALKER TO WALLAN 
ONE STEP AHEAD OF THE CHAIN SAW 


FOR ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN RAILWAYS 


It is at this time of the year that the railways really come to the 
fore and demonstrate what they do best — bulk haulage. 

With the wheat at its peak and with its resources stretched to 
the limit, it is usually only a mechanical failure that throws the 
best laid plans into chaos. With block trains, major receiving 
points to despatch the wheat and Geelong and Portland eagerly 
waiting to unload the harvest, things should flow smoothly this 
year. 

Containers also account for a large part of the tonnage 
hauled and it is getting to the stage where you see them on just 
about all medium and long distant freight trains. They make up 
a large part of all interstate tonnage and this can only get bigger 
in the future. 

Steel products and other loading can be handled so easily by 
rail, with the only limit on the length of the train being the 
capacity of the loco, multi-unit operation can make light work 
of any load. 

The only thing that stops the railways showing their true 
ability to secure a lot more loading is its unreliability, with so 
many industrial disputes delaying loading, private enterprise will 
not stand for the delays and send their goods by road. 

The whole railway industry has the ball at their feet, let us 
hope they can work together and get reliability and public confi- 
dence back without letting the ball roll away. 


Front Cover: During the early hours of Thurs.18.8.83, a 
wagon was derailed during shunting at the APM siding 
at Fairfield. B83 was sent out to assist with the rerailing 
and while it was there T364 shunted with the local 
goods. (Barry Eadie) 
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Mailed flat, with supplements not provided with across- 
the-counter copies. 
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All subscriptions expire with the April issue. Write to 
| ARHS Membership Officer, Box 5177AA, GPO 
Melbourne 3001, for subscriptions and details of member- 
ship, monthly meetings and activities. 


Newsrail is published by the Australian Railway Historical 
Society Victorian Division and details Victorian railway hap- 
penings and related items. Opinions expressed in Newsrail 
are not necessarily those of ARHS or of its members. 
Material published in Newsrail may be reproduced with 
acknowledgement unless otherwise indicated. All articles and 
illustrations remain the copyright of the author and 
publisher. ISSN 0310-7477. 


Opposite above: T386 is near maximum speed as it 
approaches Kilmore East with a special for Trinity 
College to Wangaratta on Sat.8.10.83. 


Opposite below: X47 heads the 07 55 Albury Express 
on the same day at the same location. (Both photos 
George Bambery) 
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Surrey Hills Station — 100 Years JACK McLEAN 


The promised railway to Lilydale was proceeding 
rapidly during the year 1882, the earthworks being 
formed from both ends. 

One of the first references I have to the railway sta- 
tion at Surrey Hills comes from the Booroondara Stan- 
dard of the Sth October, 1882, which included the 
notes of a reporter who had been given a ride from 
Camberwell to Lilydale and back on a special train 
being run for Mr Bent. 

A carriage having been attached to an engine belonging to 
the contractors, a start was speedily made along the newly 
constructed portion of the line ... After crossing the hill to 
the east of Camberwell, a high timber bridge spanning 
Stagg’s Gully is passed over, and half a mile further, the 
level-crossing and station at Canterbury Rd are reached; the 
line then sweeps round a curve of 40 chains radius and at 
about a mile beyond Canterbury Rd, crosses the Union Rd, 
where another station will be placed. It then traverses 
another steep gradient along a high embankment and round 
another curve to Box Hill. The time occupied in travelling 
from Camberwell to Box Hill was 10 minutes. 


Note that the station had not then been given a name, 
and at that time it was referred to as the station at the 
Union Rd. 

Local people strongly urged Mr Bent to allow the 
opening of part of the line as far as Box Hill, which had 
been completed, but Mr Bent did not agree and the 
whole line from Camberwell to Lilydale was opened on 
lst December, 1882, despite the terms of the contract 
with C & E Millar, who had contracted to build the line 
with its 42 bridges by 3lst August. 

Stations opened on the Ist December, 1882, were 
Canterbury, Box Hill, Ringwood and Warrandyte 
(later re-named Croydon). At that time there were five 
trains between Camberwell and Box Hill each way a 
day, connecting with Melbourne trains, as well as two 
through trains each way a day between Melbourne and 
Lilydale. 

Surrey Hills apparently had a station, but trains were 
not allowed to stop there. 

On 12th April, 1883, a deputation of residents of 
Surrey Hills asked, (or did they humbly pray?) that the 
platform at Union Rd between Canterbury and Box 
Hill stations should be used as a flag station for 
passengers. ‘‘There was already a man in charge of the 
platform, so that there would not be any additional 
expense.” The man was possibly the gatekeeper. Mr 
Minister Gillies remarked that there was a gradient of 
1-in-40 at the end of the platform which would make it 
very difficult to carry out the wishes of the deputation, 
and the line was already most dangerous to work’’. 
‘‘Residents had only about a mile to walk to reach Can- 
terbury station.” 

On the other hand, Mr Walker, the local MLA 
argued that the inhabitants had bought land and built 
homes in Surrey Hills contemplating the erection of 
the platform, and it was hard on them if it were not to 
be used simply because the Department found that a 
mistake had been made. He also pointed out that if the 
platform were used as a flag station it would be no 
more dangerous than were all the other stations on the 
line. Mr Gillies might then have found himself in a 
corner because he took another line of argument, that 
the traffic would not be sufficient to warrant the 
Department making the alteration. 
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He also said, (but did he mean?) that he had been 
pressing the Engineer-in-Chief to state how the line 
could be made practicable and safe. The answer from 
the Engineer seemed to be that the line would have to 
be doubled. 

This may seem improbable in these days of efficient 
brakes, but at that time the VR had four different types 
of brakes in use. There were the non-continuous hand 
brakes, which were probably the most common on Box 
Hill trains, there was the Westinghouse brake which 
eventually became standard, there was the relatively 
inefficient Woods’ hydraulic brake invented in Victoria 
and towards which there was a deal of prochial bias, 
and the Vacuum brake was being tried on the Sydney 
Expresses. Perhaps if the brake problem had been 
solved earlier, Surrey Hills station would have been 
opened with the line. 

Mention has already been made of the local train to 
Box Hill which connected with Melbourne trains at 
Camberwell. This has been described as a ‘‘shang-hai”’ 
arrangement, but I think perhaps that slang term 
comes from a later era. It is also supposed to have con- 
sisted on one engine and one car. Such a lowly piece of 
rollingstock fits in well with the Argus description of 
the facilities at Box Hill where the train was stabled 
overnight. 

Also about this time, the Commissioner had bought 
a steam rail car (the Rowan) from (was it Norway?) 
and, after having received delivery, were looking for 
some service on which it could be used. 

On 6th August, 1883, the Commissioner and the 
Engineer of Existing Lines made a test run to Lilydale 
to try the car out, over the steep grades. It left Princes 
Bridge at 11.45 am and made numerous stops to 
receive requests, notably those from Surrey Hills and 
Brushy Creek (Mooroolbark) for stations and from 
Glenferrie, Camberwell, Box Hill and Lilydale for bet- 
ter facilities. 

In respect of Surrey Hills, the request seems to have 
been successful, as the Surrey Hills station was opened 
for traffic shortly after. In a hand-written journal I saw 
many years ago, and which appeared to have been kept 
by some diligent railwayman, the date of the opening 
of the station was given as 13th August, 1883. The 
opening is not marked by an entry in the Government 
Gazette, nor does it seem to appear in any contempor- 
ary newspaper, but the date I have given accords with 
the first entry of the name in the issue of Bradshaw’s 
Guide to Victoria on 1st September and also with the 
first entry we have found so far in a working timetable, 
that of 15th October, 1883. 

There may have been an official opening, one date 
being given as 6th October, 1883, and at a later date, a 
banquet was held in honour of Mr Walker, MLA who 
must have used some sort of pressure to overcome the 
Engineer’s objections. 

The Commissioner had stated that the Rowan car 
would definitely be used for trains between Camber- 
well and Box Hill that is, after turntables had been 
installed at both these places because the Rowan car 
could only be driven in one direction. Box Hill appears 
to have received a turntable in 1896, but Camberwell, 
it Seems, never got one. 

(There were never turntables at Fairfield Park or 
Riversdale but this did not stop the Rowan car from 
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running on that line for some time.) The Surrey Hills 
station had only the bare essentials. 

The original of the first Plan attached is dated Janu- 
ary 1882, and shows the intended facilities when the 
station was opened. 

Coming up the hill from Canterbury we notice first 
the points of the crossing loop curving towards the 
north side of the line, and at about this point, the gra- 
dient eases (and still does) from 1-in-40 to 1-in-200 
through the station. Then there was the Union Rd 
level-crossing with its four wooden gates each 13 feet 6 
inches long. The road itself narrowed here to 13 foot 6 
inches and it seems that the road was closed by only 
one gate of the pair on each side of the line. 

The passenger platform was 300 feet long and on the 
south side of the line. It had sloping ramps at both 
ends. Opposite the Melbourne end of the platform, on 
the north side of the line was the gatekeepers’ cottage. 
The platform is shown to have four separate buildings 
on it, the larger three being Stationmaster’s office, 
General waiting room and Ladies’ room. The smallest 
of the four was probably the lamp room. At the far Box 
Hill end of the platform was the (men’s) toilet, 
although that euphemism was not then current. 

The loop line of about 5 chains was apparently only 
for the sidetracking of trains and no facilities appear to 
have been provided for the standing of goods trucks 
for loading or unloading. About 3 chains on the Box 
Hill side of the platform the loop line again re-joined 
the main line and about one chain further on, the 1-in- 
40 gradient re-commenced. This 1-in-40 was the cause 
of the Engineer’s reluctance to allow trains to stop 
there. The whole of the area described was on a curve 
on 40 chains radius, and it would have been common 
then for such a station to have the protection of a 
home signal from each direction. 

Just as the provision of a passenger platform did not 
necessarily indicate that passengers would be accom- 
modated there, so did the provision of a crossing loop 
not necessarily mean that trains could cross there. 

The working timetable for Ist December, 1882 
shows that the staff and ticket system was then in use 
(among other sections) between Canterbury and Box 
Hill. The working timetable of 15th October, 1883 
shows Surrey Hills without the dagger sign of the staff 
and ticket station, and the first working timetable I 
have seen with the dagger sign shown is that of Octo- 
ber 1884, although a search through Bradshaw’s Guide 
shows that in July 1884, two trains which had pre- 
viously been meeting at Box Hill had been re-timed so 
that they met at Surrey Hills. The Argus of 24th Febru- 
ary, 1885 records that the stationmaster at Surrey Hills 
had been fined for an act of carelessness in that he left 
the Surrey Hills - Box Hill staff in the guard’s van of a 
Lilydale train, and until it was returned by a horseman 
who had ridden 7 miles (from Mitcham?), no trains 
could be run between Surrey Hills and Box Hill, and 
passengers were advised to walk. Surrey Hills may 
have been a flag station between August 1883 and July 
1884, but one wonders what the gatekeeper was doing. 

The Argus newspaper of 28th May 1885, reported 
that there had been a deputation from Box Hill tra- 
vellers who asked for more trains, a double line and 
that Box Hill be the changing point for through trains 
from the city instead of Canterbury which had been 
proposed. They also asked for two platforms at Box 
Hill, where one platform had to do duty for trains in 
both directions, and ‘‘it sometimes happens that two 
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trains arrived at the same time from opposite direc- 
tions and passengers had to get on to the carriage foot 
boards from the level of the line’’. 

There was also no goods siding there. One wonders 
what facilities Box Hill did have, and if they were so 
meagre might not Surrey Hills have had less? 

The telegraph, which one would consider as an 
essential to maintain communications on a single line 
railway, may not have been provided at Surrey Hills for 
some years, the working timetable for 19th January, 
1887 shows that it was absent. At many stations, the 
railway telegraph was connected to the postal telegraph 
system and it was possible for passengers to send 
telegrams from such places while waiting for their 
trains. Perhaps Surrey Hills only got telephone com- 
munication when the Winter’s block was superim- 
posed on the staff and ticket on a date some time bet- 
ween January and June 1887. 


While the line was still single, the station was shown 
as being open for light goods, which means that con- 
signments had to be lifted into or out of goods trucks 
while trains waited. The loop line was in use several 
times a day for crossing trains and could not be used 
for standing goods trucks. 


The double line was completed on 9th December, 
1888, and Surrey Hills now had two platforms, one on 
each of the two lines. The new platform was on the 
north side of the line. The staff and ticket system 
which had been in use on the single line was no longer 
in use, and the Winter’s block previously used for 
trains in both directions on the single line was now 
used in the appropriate direction on each of the two 
lines. Judging by the facilities known to have existed at 
similar stations at this time there would probably have 
been home signals and starting signals in each direc- 
tion, but no distant signals. 


Until the signal box and the interlocking were 
erected two years later, the signals would have been 
worked from throw over levers on the platform and 
the block instruments from the stationmaster’s office. 

I have a copy of a plan dated some time between 
1888, (because it shows the double line) and 1890, 
(because it does not show the signal box), and it makes 
an interesting comparision with the plan of 1882. The 
same four 13 foot 6 inch gates are there and the access 
to traffic along Union Rd is still only 13 foot 6 inches. 
the facilities on the single line platform have obviously 
been retained on the Up platform. 

The new Down platform on the north side of the 
line is a shade longer than that on the south side, and 
two buildings, the ticket office and the general waiting 
room(?) are roughly opposite their Up platform coun- 
terparts. The Down side ‘“‘toilet’’ is as far to the Box 
Hill end as it can be. There is only one siding between 
the station and Windsor Cres, with a dead end leading 
to the far southeast corner of the station ground. The 
siding was connected to a crossover between Up and 
Down main lines about 10 chains from the platforms 
in the Box Hill direction. No signals are shown on this 
plan, but pencil notes near the site of the future signal 
box say, ‘“‘Foundation of Stiff Clay — ground prac- 
tically level’, and drain leading from railway land 
across Bedford St is marked ‘‘Blocked up by Proprietor 
of land’’. The two footbridges over a drain and also the 
barrel drain under the line near the main line crossover 
were Still there when I was at the nearby State School in 
the thirties. 


Close by, Mont Albert station was opened on 11th 
August, 1890 and a story is told that it was built by 
public subscription. The gatekeeper’s cottage at Box 
Hill is supposed to have been sold to the Mont Albert 
Golf Club for a clubhouse when the ‘‘new”’ Box Hill 
station was erected in 1890. 

The Surrey Hills signal box was brought into use on 
23rd December, 1890. It was an 18 lever frame of 
McKenzie and Holland’s No.6 pattern (Rocker) inter- 
locking. At that time, 13 levers were working, 8 for sig- 
nals, 3 for points and 2 for the gates. 

The arrangements can be seen in a plan dated 28th 
May, 1906 showing a survey of the area. Union Rd had 
been metalled and there was a subway under the line 
near the signal box. 

The 1882 and 1890 wooden station buildings had 
been superseded by a much larger building on the 
south side, and a new building on the north side. The 
fernery, which old residents still remember is shown at 
the Box Hill end of the buildings on the Up platform. 
The closets and urinals, (the sewer came about 1910) 
are shown in their isolated positions away from other 
buildings. The platforms was lengthened to 450 feet. 
The gatekeeper’s cottage had gone and replaced by a 
stationmaster’s house in the north east corner, com- 
plete with cow shed. 

The new station buildings were erected in 1899 and 
on 16th September, 1902 direct control of the goods 
siding points was taken from the signal box to a cross- 
locked lever frame near the crossover, perhaps 
because of the signalman’s difficulty in seeing past the 
new Station buildings. 

The next alterations took place on 6th January, 
1914, and included an additional siding along Windsor 
Cres, and a long lay-by siding parallel to Lorne Cres. 
These two sidings were arranged in such a way that 
goods trains in either direction could now be set back 
into a siding when it was necessary for them to be over- 
taken by passenger trains. The overhead footbridge 
which spanned the two main lines as well as the goods 
sidings preceded this work in 1913. Among the altera- 
tions to signals was the replacing of the single-armed 
up starting signal by a co-acting signal, the top arm 
being visible over the station buildings and the over- 
head bridge, and the bottom arm being visible as the 
train was coming into the platform. No lithographed 
signal diagram appears to have been issued for the 
1914 alterations perhaps because of the war-time shor- 
tage of paper, and the next plan that I have is Signal 
Diagram No.19 which was brought into use on 22nd 
September, 1919, a year in which 76 of these diagrams 
were issued, probably to be issued to returning 
soldiers. This plan also shows the additional signals at 
Mont Albert which previously had only home signals 
but since 21st May, 1910 when it became a part-time 
block post, it had distants, homes and starters in both 
directions, the up starter being on the same post as the 
Surrey Hills Up distant, and the Down distant being on 
the same post as the Surrey Hills Down starter. 

Perhaps I should mention here that despite the fact 
that Surrey Hills had had interlocked gates since 23rd 
December, 1890, which had to be swung for all trains, 
it was not always a block post for all trains. For ins- 
tance, in May 1903, Surrey Hills was switched out as 
follows, viz: Week days from about 11.00 pm until 
about 7.10 am the next day. While Surrey Hills is 
switched out the block section will be Canterbury and 
Box Hill, and Surrey Hills is switched out from 11.00 
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pm Saturdays till 7.10 am: on Mondays, except when 
Sunday trains are running to Ferntree Gully. Surrey 
Hills is then switched out from 11.00 pm Saturdays till 
11.15 am on Sundays. No mention is made of the time 
Surrey Hills switched out on Sundays. 

Nineteen nineteen was also the year of Melbourne’s 
first regular electric train services and from 17th 
December, 1922 the steam-hauled trains which had 
taken 33 minutes to come from Flinders St were rep- 
laced by multiple unit electrics (using some of the old 
carriages) making the same journey in 23 minutes. 

Concurrently with the change to electric traction, a 
change was being made from manually operated sig- 
nalling systems using two-position lower quadrant 
semaphores and Winter’s block instruments to 
automatic three-position upper quadrant signals and 
later by light signals. The section from East Richmond 
to Canterbury had been converted from manual to 
automatic signalling on Sth November, 1922, but the 
Winter’s block remained on both sides of Surrey Hills 
until the Canterbury section was converted on 30th 
March, 1927 and then the Mont Albert/Box Hill sec- 
tion followed on 20th October, 1929. Iam pleased to 
be able to remember the co-acting Up starter near the 
Surrey Hills signal box although I didn’t realise the sig- 
nificance of it until many years later. Meanwhile, the 
foot crossing which may have been new, on the Up 
side of Union Rd gained wicket gates controlled from 
the signal box on 19th February, 1929. 

The overhead electric wires caused the overhead 
footbridge to be raised several feet over the two main 
lines, probably in 1922, and then when the goods sid- 
ings were ‘‘wired’’ sometime in the 30’s the remainder 
of the bridge had to be raised where it crossed the 
goods yard. 

Apart from allowing perhaps three trains instead of 
the previous one to be running between Canterbury 
and Surrey Hills at the same time, the automatic sig- 
nals enabled those intermediate signal boxes whose 
sole purpose was to pass trains, to be closed altogether. 
East Camberwell and Mont Albert were among these. 
Gatekeepers were retained at places like Mont Albert 
Rd and Elgar Rd, but they were given control over sig- 
nals to prevent trains running through their gates. 
From a signalling and train operating point of view, 
very little happened, as far as Surrey Hills was con- 
cerned, for the next 23 years. A Depression and a 
Second World War certainly did nothing towards 
improvement in the service or the facilites. After 
World War 2 railways became conscious of the fact that 
they were labour intensive in an economy influenced 
by realistic wages for even menial tasks. 

Gatekeepers, for instance, had to live, and as the 
fare-paying public or the taxpayers had to balance the 
railway deficit, the signal engineer’s ingenuity was 
called on to eliminate the need for such jobs. The 
result was the boom barrier which worked by the track 
circuits automatically and so no gatekeeper was 
required. 

Elgar Rd booms were installed on 28th October, 
1957. Union Rd booms, brought into use on 22nd 
August 1962 enabled the signalman at Surrey Hills to 
be only a part time job as the signal box was only 
‘“‘switched in’? when trains had to shunt there. Mont 
Albert Rd booms were installed on 3rd April 1963. The 
Canterbury Rd level-crossing was abolished altogether 
by grade separation work which took place between 
1966 and 1968. So by this time there was no need fora 
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full time signalman anywhere from Camberwell (a 
junction) to Box Hill, (a terminating point). Goods sid- 
ings at inner suburban stations were becoming less 
used and those at Surrey Hills were finally removed on 
20th March, 1966 and from this time, the signal box 
was not needed at all, and was removed at the same 
time. 

During 1971, work progressed on the third track bet- 
ween East Camberwell and Box Hill, which would ena- 
ble express trains to pass stopping trains in one direc- 
tion in the morning and in the opposite direction in the 
afternoon, and this work was completed on 19th 
December, 1971. The two outside tracks were signalled 
in the conventional manner for three position signals 
in one direction, but the centre line was signalled for 
traffic on both directions and operated under the 
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SURREY HILLS STATION 


“Lever Locking and Track Control’’ rules. The new 
Up line, to the south of the earlier two, needed to pass 
to the south of the old Up platform at Surrey Hills and 
necessitated the removal of the 1899 wooden station 


‘buildings, and replacement by brick structures at the 


Box Hill end of the platforms. A new subway at the 
same end replaced the footbridge. 

The centennial of the area is regarded as the 100th 
birthday of the station, and was celebrated with a din- 
ner by the Surrey Hills Community on 13th August 
this year, at which your Council member Jan Jenkin 
was one of the guest speakers. Some of the material in 
this article together with the diagrams drawn by Bill 
Hanks, will be included in the Centennial Booklet 
being published later on in the year, possibly on the 
centenary of the Official Opening or the Banquet. 
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Above: Two Tait sets are stabled at North Carlton after 
running specials from GMH at Dandenong to the Zoo. 
December 1959. 


Below: An Up Thomastown swing door set runs around the 


curve between Merri and Rushall and heads for town. June 
1958. 
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K160 has just crossed St Georges Rd and heads for Fitzroy in January 1959. 


Back in the days of dual track and overhead wire, B64 runs an Up Fitzroy goods near Amess St, North Carlton. 
February 1958. (All photos Bruce Bredin) 
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Walker to Wallan 
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HARRY WILLIAMS 


32RM in the Up platform at Wallan on Thurs.24.4.80. (Harry Williams) 


With the fast approaching withdrawal from traffic of 
the Victorian Railways 153 h.p. Walker railmotor fleet, 
I decided it was time to organise a work social club 
evening trip utilising a Walker, if available, to a 
destination of both general and rail interest. 

Wallan was the destination decided upon, and the 
possibility of a departure at close proximity to our place 
of employment from Williamstown Pier station added 
both convenience and interest. 

VR Operations Branch agreed that the trip could be 
run as requested with travel on the Down via Newport, 
Brooklyn, Sunshine, Albion and Broadmeadows, 
returning on the Up via Essendon terminating at 
Spencer St. 

Thursday, 24th April saw 153 h.p. Walker 32RM 
rostered, arriving at Williamstown Pier station at 
17 55, empty, having departed Spencer St yard at 17 32 
with driver Bob Merlo. 

The Pier station opened in 1859, now only consisting 
of a platform with a small brick booking office and 
waiting shelter, with suburban electric services being 
provided during the morning and evening peak. A far 
cry from its former importance with connections to the 
commercial shipping at Nelson Pier, Thompsons 
Foundry and the Naval Dockyard. 
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Departure from the Pier station was on time at 18 02 
with engine end trailing. We ran through Williamstown 
station handing in the staff for the short section. 

Passing Newport station at 18 10 we diverged onto 
the goods only Newport - Brooklyn - Sunshine line 
with its many industrial sidings, arriving Sunshine sta- 
tion at 18 20 to pick up a passenger. 

Diverging onto the Bendigo line after leaving 
Sunshine station we ran under the suburban electric 
overhead as far as Albion 18 22, then on to the goods 
only line to Broadmeadows running parallel with the 
standard gauge line. 

32RM was running well and maintaining the 
schedule, passing Craigieburn at 18 44, Donnybrook at 
18 50 and arriving on time at Wallan, 19 03. 

Those interested in watching the passing rail traffic 
stopped at the station while the main body of 
passengers adjourned to the fire damaged local hotel 
where it was business as usual in temporary facilities. 
Bob Merlo docked the Walker off the main line behind 
the Down platform. 


By 2000, 32RM had been moved into the Up plat- 
form and by 20 13 a very cheerful group were on board 
for an on time departure. 
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The Walker was soon moving along well at its max- 
imum of 50 mph, passing Donnybrook at 20 26, 
Craigieburn at 20 32 and Broadmeadows at 20 40. 

A set down stop was made at Essendon, 20 49 and 
an uninterrupted run to Spencer St station resulted in a 
two minute early arrival at 20 58. 

We bid farewell to our crew and trusty Walker which 
had provided a reliable and enjoyable round trip. 


Details of 153 h.p. Walker railmotors: They were 
built for the VR by the Walker Rail Car Company, 
Wigan, England between 1948 and 1953, and num- 
bered from 20 to 34. Power plant was a Gardiner 6L3 
driving through a hydraulic coupling and epicyclic gear 
box. 


Tractive effort: 4130 Ibs 
Number of driving axles: One 
Maximum permissible 

speed: 50 mph 
Fuel capacity: 40 gallons 
Van capacity: 2 tons 


56 ft 4% ins. 
9 ft. 
10 ft 7% ins. 


Length overall: 
Width overall: 
Height above rail: 


Construction: Steel framed, aluminium 
body frames. 
Coupling: Link and pin. 


Tare weight: 


21 ton, 8 cwt. 


S. 4329/80 VICTOR IAN RAILWAYS S. 4329/80 


STATIONS: Spencer Street to 
Wallan via Essendon, North 
Melbourne to Williamstown Pier, 
Newport to Broadmeadows via 
Sunshine and Albion ' 


Office of Chief Operations Manager, _ 
Koom G.28M, 'Phone 1147, 
17th April, 1980. 


NAVAL DOCK YARD SOCIAL CLUB EXCURSLON 


Special 153 HP. Diesel Rail Car will runas under:- 


SPENCER STREET-WILLIAMSTOWN PIER-NEWPORT- BROOKLYN-SUNSHINE- 
ALBION- BROADMEADOWS-WALLAN- ESSENDON-SPENGER STREET 
THURSDAY, 24TH APRIL, 1980 


DOWN : Empty UP: With Pass 
P.M. P.M. 

Spencer Street Yard dep 5.32 Wallan dep 8,13 
XMS Donnybrook 8.26% 

North Mel bourne 5.36% Craigieburn 8.32% 
XTS Broadmeadows 8.40*-Pre 0564 

Footscray 5.40% Essendon 8.498 

Newport 5.46% North Melbourne 8.56% 

Williamstown 5.53% Spencer Street arr 9.00 

(Via No.2 Track) 

Williamstown Pier arr 5.55 

UP: With Pass P- Pick up. 

Williamstown Pier dep 6.02 S - Set down, 

Williamstown 6.04% 

(Via No.2 Track) 

Newport arr 

DOWN: 

Newport dep 6,10° 

Brooklyn 6. 15% 

Sunshine 6.20P 

Albion 4.22% 

Broadmeadows 6.35% 

Craigieburn 6.44% 

Donnybrook 4.50% 

Wallan arr 7.03 


Station Master Spencer Street to ensure that the Diesel Rail Car is 
thoroughly cleaned, fully equipped and watered. 


TICKETS 
Passengers will be in possession of specially printed tickets available 
by the above special train only. 


Charter vide Transportation. Brinch Debit 44/975, 


R.T. BARDEN, 
(To be taken as a vassenger debit). 


Chief Operations Manager, 


4 
. Per: jae 
All concerned to note ind arrange. 


Driver Bob Merlo comes to grips with the ageing Walker as he heads for home. (Harry Williams) 
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STEAM TO SALE: 
OLD AND NEW 


Above: K190 steams gently over the Reeve St crossing as it 
shunts “Old Sale” station for the last time. Sat.12.11.83. 


Below: K190 at “New Sale”, a view from the Up end, the cut 
off rails to “Old Sale” in the foreground. 
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PEARS 


Above: 


Below: 


K153 holds the attention at Heyfield. 
Glengarry. Now used by a local art group. (All photos R P Dunbar) 
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One Step Ahead of the Chain Saw. sro 


As railway ramblers we did get down to the station a lit- 
tle bit late. 

By the time we were really into exploring the trunks 
and branches of the Victorian system they had well and 
truly been trimmed by the chain saws of the Lonie 
team and their ilk. 

‘‘The backbone of the State’’, to use the resounding 
words of the old Victorian Railways motto, had been 
filleted. 

Rambling rides on the DERMs plying the Healesvi- 
lle, Mornington and Stony Point lines were jammed in 
just before the rails gathered rust but our luck ran out 
with The Great Southern Railway. 


A couple of days before the Yarram line trains ceded 
their passengers to buses, my son and I purchased our 
tickets on a sunny Saturday moontide and headed for 
Flinders St platform one centre to obtain a good win- 
dow seat on the Tulloch railmotor for a run to 
Leongatha. But all was not as it should have been when 
the ticket collector informed us to direct our steps to 
platform seven, take the suburban to Dandenong and 
change to the bus for Leongatha. 

‘“‘But the train service is still running for a day or so 
yet’, I said, hoping that he might just be wrong and 
that our silver steed would glide in from the yard. 

‘*Some sort of industrial trouble down there, was the 
response. As it transpired there certainly was as the 
locals along the South Gippsland track had impounded 
locos, rail cars, carriages and goods stock in a last ditch 
effort to preserve their passenger services. 

As travelling to Leongatha by suburban train and 
bus lacked a certain charm, we returned to the ticket 
office seeking a refund. 

‘‘Funny, that’’, said the clerk. ‘‘You’re the third lot 
who’ve been given their money back in the past 15 
minutes. A funny time to change your minds.”’ 

A swift regrouping on the Flinders St footpath then 
a dash around to the Swanston St entrance and a scan 
of the indicators. 

The Altona branch, at the time, was lined up in the 
pruning saw sights. A departure in that direction was 
due in a few minutes so the purchase of tickets was 
followed by a helter skelter onto the ready-to-depart 
Williamstown suburban “‘silver’’. 

After observing the country and freight activities 
around Spencer St and environs, it was noses into our 
well-thumbed country timetable and the schedules of 
the Newport - Werribee railmotor. 

With that pleasurable feeling that comes when your 
timetable calculations click, I noted that we would have 
time to take the run from Newport to Altona and 
return to the junction to connect with the Werribee 
shuttle. 

Alighting at Newport we watched the ‘“‘silver’’ 
depart around the bend and the two-carriage Tait move 
from the yard into the platform before swaying off 
through the flat windswept plains that manage to com- 
bine a pastoral and heavily industrialised scene before 
reaching the seaside. 

There was time at Altona to contemplate a system 
that would take the trouble to freshly paint Seaholme 
station in pale blue, chocolate and cream, rebuild 
Altona after the style of a smart display home and then 
contemplate cutting off the service. 
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Back around to Newport and a change of platforms 
to watch the DERM move in from the sidings and 
obtain the coveted front window seat. 


After having our third passing look that afternoon at 
the fine preservation work being carried on at the 
Steamrail depot, we headed, straight as a ruler, across 
the western grasslands, observing the steadily march- 
ing electrical overhead that would make the Werribee 
railmotor service part of railway history. 

A swing over the points at Werribee saw us pulling 
in to the Up northern side platform with plenty of time 
for crossing the footbridge and window-shopping in 
the main street before the next journey of the after- 
noon. 

Our platform wait was happily occupied watching the 
arrival and departure of a Geelong passenger, headed 
by a grimy B hauling red wooden stock. 

Immediately it powered away in the direction of Lara 
another collection of vintage wooden stock rolled in 
from the west, swinging across temporarily from the 
Up line occupied by the DERM, waiting to traverse its 
stopping all stations run back to Newport. 

The gleaming B in charge took us, at a smart clip, 
back to Spencer St. We fitted in a ride around the 
underground loop before returning home to a 
surprised family who had not expected to see their 
Leongatha travellers until much later in the day. 

Some months later more timetable studying led us 
to platform six at Spencer St on another sunny Satur- 
day to join one of the few remaining railmotor services. 
This time the blue and gold DERM crept in to the plat- 
form from the depot a few minutes before its 8 am 
departure for Kyneton. 

The view out the front window was intriguing as the 
motor rocked its way over the railway equivalent of 
Spaghetti Junction, the myriad of points and cross- 
overs leading into Spencer St, before picking up speed 
on the run to Footscray and Sunshine. 

The suburbs and electric wiring vanished after St 
Albans and our journey took a rural, almost branch 
line quality, as we motored steadily across the plains to 
the north west of Melbourne, stopping at all stations, 
before reaching Sunbury with its fine station building 
and overhead bridge. 

Our front window perch gave us a grand view of the 
mighty engineering works that went into the Bendigo 
line last century. 

On the up-grade along from Sunbury, we speculated 
on the task facing the drivers of heavily laden Down 
trains required to get their consists moving again after 
stopping at Rupertswood. 

On through the pre-Ash Wednesday beauty of the 
Black Forest and the wayside stations along the line 
before rattling under the Calder Hwy road bridge and 
into Woodend. 


Additional pleasure was added to the journey by our 
driver, a walking (or perhaps sitting) compendium of 
long gone branch lines. 

He chatted with us about his experiences at the con- 
trols of the Fawkner - Somerton AEC motor (locally 
known as The Beetle) as it clattered through the then 
rural areas, long before Somerton became the heavily 
industrialised area it is today. 
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The closure of the service, in the mid 1950s, led to 
him experiencing re-entry problems as he returned to 
general duties at the railmotor depot at Spencer St, not 
the least of them coping with masses of signals, in con- 
trast to a single one at Fawkner. 

As we departed Clarkefield, he pointed out a siding 
on the Down side, the last remnant of the line to 
Romsey and Lancefield, and a long time before that, to 
Kilmore. 

He told us of his experiences handling the last train 
out of Lancefield to Clarkefield through the rolling 
hills, with its load of nostalgic and souvenir hunting 
passengers and then threw in some reminiscences of 
the Whittlesea line. 

After climbing out of Woodend, we saw the station 
that isn’t there, Carlsruhe. 

The station lost its stopping trains subsequent to the 
closing of the Daylesford line and the two storey 
bluestone building, with its skeleton signal arms, has a 
somewhat ghostly appearance, enhanced by the rusted 
Daylesford branch, now severed from the Bendigo 
tracks. 

Had our railmotor ride been taken on a Saturday 
morning pre 1977, our steed would have swung off the 
main and around the Carlsruhe back platform road 
before rattling off in the direction of Trentham with an 
arrival at Daylesford scheduled at 11.15. 

But such is the way of the rail system these days that 
such interesting branches are spurned by the passenger 
trains and our truncated journey terminated at pic- 
turesque Kyneton station at 9.55. 

We spent an interesting 25 minutes admiring the 
bluestone buildings, watching our DERM reverse and 
shunt into the yard and inspecting the weekday com- 
muter stock snoozing in the sidings before a siren song 
to the south heralded the arrival of the Bendigo 
passenger. 

On then through another fine bluestone station at 
Malmsbury and across the viaduct, brilliant sunshine 
showing off the central Victorian countryside to its best 
advantage. 

Rusting rails heading westward from Castlemaine 
brought a twinge in recalling that pre 1977 we could 
have alighted here and taken a leisurely hour and a 
quarter or so railmotor run, cross country, culminating 
in an arrival at majestic Maryborough station, an 
edifice whose imposing facilities now only host two 
passenger trains, the Vinelander twins, and those in the 
wee small hours of the morning. 

But the craftsmanship of the Castlemaine station 
building and goods shed was still there to admire 
before we headed off for an on-time arrival at Bendigo 
the terminating station, at 11.15. 

Time for reflection again while munching a pie in 
the refreshment room on the activity that once would 
have followed the arrival of our train when it gloried in 
the name Great Northern Limited. 

Its departure for Swan Hill would have been 
followed by the sight of a gaggle of railmotors heading 
off in its wake, bound for places like Echuca, Cohuna, 
Sea Lake and Ultima. Their place has long been taken 
by buses departing the station forecourt. 

Pies and pining past, a prompt noon departure saw 
the three car (two airconditioned and one not) train, 
whisk us back to Spencer St arriving a smidgeon ahead 


_ of our advertised time of 2.05. 


The disappearance of cross country ‘‘locals”’ like the 


Toolamba - Echuca and the Geelong - Ballarat have 
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made organising round trips a bit difficult on regular 
services but some careful studying of the Spring 1981 
timetable turned up a very pleasant one that included a 
ride on the spanking new N cars. 


So another sunny Saturday saw us on Spencer St 
platform 5, compulsory reservations clutched in hands, 
boarding an all tangerine consist bound for Horsham. 


The N cars lived up to their publicity and rated well 
against any European TEE express, with comfortable 
seats and the huge tinted windows providing a 
panoramic view of the countryside along the line to 
Geelong. 

Headed by a repainted B, we reached North Geelong 
junction in fine style, swinging onto the picturesque 
Ballarat line, the first landmark being the spectacular 
Moorabool Viaduct, a great feat of nineteenth century 
construction. 


Staff exchanges and the associated slowing gave the 
opportunity to admire the bluestone wayside stations, 
still in service as block posts and crossing points for the 
busy goods line, particularly during the wheat harvest. 
Paradoxically, as our train headed northward at a 
goodly clip, it kept pace with the road bus bringing 
passengers from Geelong to join it for its westward 
journey from Ballarat. 

Our steady upward climb ended at the Warrenheip 
junction where, after passing a rake of derelict country 
passenger stock, we descended the famous bank at a 
smart rate before drifting in under the Ballarat station 
arch. 

Plenty of time to spare for a wander down that city’s 
attractive pedestrian mall, and morning tea while 
listening to a band concert, before returning to the sta- 
tion for a noon departure, this time in old, red wooden 
stock with yet another B in front. 

This was all to the good as the day was, by this time, 
pleasantly warm so we were able to spend much of the 
journey down the scenic western line, through Bacchus 
Marsh, with our heads out the windows, a joy that is 
soon to disappear as the suburban Taits and their coun- 
try cousins steadily give place to steel stock whose air- 
conditioning and tinted windows, while making for 
pleasant travelling, rule out a few of the old time rail- 
way joys. 


A.R.H.S. RAILWAY MUSEUM 


Open Sat. - Sun. and public holidays 2 - 5 pm 
Mid-week visits by arrangement: Tel. 596 3249 


Miniature Live Steam rides: 
4th Sunday of month — Feb. - Nov. 


CHAMPION ROAD, NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


=) 


If YOU are interested in Railways why 
not join the 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Victorian Division 
Write to the MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 
BOX 5177AA, GPO, MELBOURNE 3001 
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General News 


Country rail patronage up: Country rail patronage 
soared by 19.5 percent in 1982/83 — a dramatic rever- 
sal of a long-term decline, announced the Minister of 
Transport, Mr Steve Crabb. He said the big increases 
in patronage reflected a marked improvement in coun- 
try passenger rail services over the past 18 months. 
There had been a marked increase in the number of 
passengers out of the Bendigo station — from 88,253 
in 1981/2 to 98,092 in 1982/3, an increase of 10,000. 

The number of passenger journeys in 1982/83 of 3.7 
million was 19.5 percent above the previous year’s 
total of 3 million. Real exceptions to the average 19.5 
percent increase were on the corridors between 
Melbourne - Warrnambool (up 23 percent), 
Melbourne - Shepparton - Numurkah (up 24 percent) 
and Melbourne - Bendigo (up 20 percent). (FS) 


Tenders: Tenders have been called for the removal of 
the out of use pole lines between Branxholme and 
Portland, and Heywood and the South Australian 
border. Also, tenders were called for the construction 
of a number of signalling and communication build- 
ings between Ararat and Murtoa, in connection with 
the Western line CTC works. (WAD) 


Supertrain promotions: We have pleasure in submit- 
ting further details of our trips continuing on from 
where we left off last time: 

August started with a trip for Baker Perkins on Fri.5.8 
with us loading at Caulfield from 18 56 to 19 30 and 
picking up at Springvale from 1942 to 1945 to 
arrive in Warragul at 20 50 departing at 22 40 and 
returning to Springvale at 23 49 and after a slight 
delay to Caulfield at 00 15 with a consist of CV1, 
AW32, AE25, BES9, Murray, CE29 and T372. 

The following week Fri.12.8 with the same consist we 
loaded at Spencer St from 18 40 to 19 06 with pick 
ups at Caulfield at 19 26, Oakleigh 19 38 and Dan- 
denong at 19 55 to arrive in Warragul at 21 00 with 
groups from GMAC, Clayton Trail Riders and a pri- 
vate party. We departed at 22 35 stopping at Dan- 
denong at 23 30, Oakleigh 23 45, Caulfield 23 55 
and arriving at Spencer St at 00 20. 

Ascot Vale Football Club boarded at Essendon at 19 17 
to 19 30 on Sat.13.8 after we had loaded at Spencer 
St from 18 30 to 19 05 and we travelled to Seymour 
arriving at 20 52 and departing at 22 35 returning to 
Essendon at 23 50 and Spencer St at 00 08 with a 
consist as above. 

Sat.27.8 we were back to CV1 as a Dance Car as Mur- 
ray is restricted to Heidelberg so our consist was T 
loco, CW, BEs, AW, AW, CVI, CE. After loading 
from 1840 on the goods siding at Heidelberg we 
moved across to pick up passengers and departed at 
19 30 for Sunbury arriving at 20 40 and departing at 
22 30 travelling via the goods line as overhead lines 
were down at South Kensington. Sunbury SM was 
most surprised to find us arriving almost on time 


Centre pages: “Motive Power Mixture”. X47 in new 
V/Line colours leads AN942 in the old SA colours while 
C507 trails in the old VicRail STA colours, Up Jet near 
Lara on 2.11.85. (V/Line 83/5189) 
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when most trains were running so late out that way. 
We returned to Heidelberg at 23 45. 

A birthday party was held on our trip on Fri.2.9 to 
Warragul from Caulfield, leaving Caulfield at 19 55 
after 30 minutes loading and arriving at Warragul at 
21 40 about 25 minutes late as Murray seems quite a 
load for the times that were planned before it was 
being used as a Dance Car. After departing Warragul 
at 23 00 we arrived back at Caulfield around 00 20 
with a consist of T loco, Murray, AW, BE, BW, 
CV1, CV7. 

Vigor, Moonee Ponds were our passengers on Sat.3.9 
with the same consist as the previous night we 
departed Spencer St at 19 20 after 30 minutes load- 
ing to pick up passengers at Essendon from 19 34 to 
19 40 being due in Seymour at 21 05 we arrived 20 
minutes late again possibly due to the load. We 
departed Seymour at 2255 returning to Essendon 
around 00 15 and Spencer St at 00 30. 


The consist remained the same (although CV7 is 
reversed each time as Murray is not a trailing vehi- 
cle) for Sat.10.9 for Carraro Youth Club travelling 
from Essendon to Seymour with the timetable run- 
ning about 10 minutes earlier that the previous trip. 


On Tues.13.9 we were privileged to be involved with 
the trip run by V/Line Passenger Services for the 
Travel Industry with a BRN Set and Loco in the new 
V/Line livery. Our only part in this trip was to pro- 
vide the meal for about 180 passengers in the War- 
ragul refreshment rooms which we have recently 
given a facelift to. Quite a lovely contrast — the spar- 
kling new train waiting for passengers enjoying 
themselves in the old room with the warming open 
fire and attractive leadlight windows. 


Armagard and Holeproof Social Clubs were our 
passengers on Fri.16.9 with a consist of T loco, CV1, 
Murray, AW22, BE47, BW7, CV7 departing 
Caulfield at 20 00 after some 45 minutes delay due 
to an accident at Grange Rd crossing, we made up 
some time and picked up at Dandenong at about 
20 15 and arrived in Warragul around 21 10 depart- 
ing at 22 50 returning to Dandenong at 23 50 and 
Caulfield at 00 15. 

Show Eve Wed.21.9 saw us carry a large group from 
the Western Suburbs Australian Postal Institute 
from Spencer St at 21 05 and Essendon at 21 20 to 
Seymour arriving at 22 40 to depart at 22 40 return- 
ing to Essendon at 0005 and Spencer St at 00 15 
with a consist of CV7, BW32, AW22, BE47, CV1, 
Murray and T loco. 

St Kilda Cricket Club boarded at Caulfield on Fri.23.9 
from 19 00 to 19 30 with a stop at Berwick at 20 05 
arriving in Warragul at 20 55 and departing at 22 35 
for return to Berwick at 23 25, Dandenong 23 40, 
Oakleigh and Caulfield at 00 00, with the same con- 
sist as 2 nights prior. 

Fri.30.9 was another birthday party to Warragul from 
Caulfield from 18 56 to 19 30 to Warragul at 20 55, 
departing around 22 30 to return to Caulfield by 
midnight. This time our consist was the ever beauti- 
ful Yarra with Murray and CV7 with a T class loco. 

Back to the usual consist of CV1, BW32, AW22, 
BE47, Murray, CV7 and T401 for Sat.1.10, this time 
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from Spencer St at 1930 to Warragul by 21 05 
departing at 22 30, to return to Caulfield 00 10 for J 
Gadsden Pty Ltd. 


For those readers who wonder what happens on all 
these trips — the format is usually the same being a bar 
run in the van, e.g. CV1 and a Disco or similar in the 
Murray with nibblies served to passengers en route. At 
Warragul, our favourite destination, a barbecue is pre- 


pared on the platform and salads, etc. served in the 
refreshment room which was closed by VicRail in 
October, 1981. After giving this room a “‘facelift”’ it is 
now operated by Supertrain Promotions for this pur- 
pose, and creates a cosy atmosphere with its open fire 
for passengers to mingle and have their meal. After 
about 1% hours the train departs with much mer- 
tymaking and lots of dancing. 


FIRST SERIES T CLASS 
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Nearly two hours after leaving Bank Box Loop, T330-Y150-T322 hauls disabled C506 on a fully loaded 10 45 


Down Adelaide express goods through Warrenheip as they head for Ballarat and a replacement loco for the 


C class. Fri.28.1.83. (John Dare) 
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T336-T328 wait at Long Island terminal with a load of empties on Sat.28.4.79. 


With a full load of wheat on board, T329 causes all road traffic to stop as it crosses the Murray River bridge at | 
Tocumwal as it’s bound for Geelong on Mon.20.10.80. 
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T323 near Carwarp with the Down Vinelander to Mildura on Mon.1.3.82. 


T330 pushes a ballast train into the back platform road at Brighton Beach during trackworks being done at 
Gardenvale for the new Nepean Hwy overpass construction. Sun.27.8.78. (All photos John Dare) 
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Traffic 


ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


Observations: The following observations have been 
recorded and sent to us by Mr P R Irvine of 
Springhurst for the months of August and September 
1983. 


_ The following locos were seen on the following jobs in 

August: 

Down broad gauge passenger trains: 

B83, X33, X36, X35, S302, X39, X40. 

Up broad gauge passenger trains: 

X33, X38, X43, B67, S301, X31, S311. 

Down broad gauge goods: 

$300, S306, T400, H2-T343, S312. 

Up broad gauge goods: 

T345-Y149, S306, S315, H2, S301, H2-T343. 

The Up empty oil train was hauled on separate occa- 
sions by H1, H2 or H3. 

The Wahgunyah goods was hauled by: Y149 — 2.8, 
170 — 3.8, 145 — 9.8. 

Locos seen at Wodonga Loco at various times were: 
T351, Y169, Y145, T1333, T400, H4, Y147, T406, 
Y139, B61, 1321, T320, T324, T332, T337. 

On the standard gauge the following locos were 
observed: 

Daylight: 42220, 42217, 42202, 42215, 42205, 42209, 
42212, X46, X54, 42201, X53, 42202. 

Spirit of Progress: 42209, 42202, 42201. 

Down goods: X54, X44-T410, 42218, X52, 42212. 


Up goods: X44-T411, 42220, 42216-T411, 42217, 
42204, 42218, 42205-T411, X44-42204, 42212- 
42205, 42209-T410, 42206. 

The Down Rutherglen Red was seen at Springhurst on 
27.8 hauled by T399. 


September: 

Down broad gauge passenger trains: S312-X34, S303- 
eta B76, S312-X42, B83, S304-S312, S311, B65, 

On the standard gauge the following locos were 
observed. 

Daylight: 42208, 42218, X52, 42212, 42214-x54, 
42201, 42216. 

Spirit of Progress: 42216, 42204. 

Down goods: X53, X46, 42205, X54, 42220, X52, 
X44, 42207-X46, 42214. 

Up goods: 42220, X44-T410, X51, 42219-42202, X53- 
T410, 42219. 

The Wahgunyah goods on the 7.9 was hauled by Y172. 

X47 was observed at Wodonga Loco on 14.9 in STA 
colours. 

8009 was shunting the standard gauge sidings at 
Wodonga on 30.9. 


42206-X44-T411 with a Down Albury goods at Wandong on 
Wed.18.5.83. (R Redman) 
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Works 


Speed restrictions: Temporary speed reductions for 
four wheeled vehicles now apply to the following sec- 
tions only: Wunghnu - Numurkah, Donnybrook - 
Wallan (Down line) and Bacchus Marsh - Ballan. 
These speed restrictions apply as at 8.11.83. 


Operational loop: It is believed that the grain handling 
loop, North Geelong is now in its final alignment and 
available for traffic. (RGB) 


Ringwood - Croydon duplication progress: The gap in 
the Down line at the O’Shannassy pipeline had the 
trackbed, sleepers and rails completed between 13.9 
and 20.9.83, and the already laid track towards 
Croydon was subsequently ballasted. Work then 
moved the Ringwood - Dublin Rd area. The track bed 
was constructed towards Ringwood at the end of Sep- 
tember. Work in this area is complicated by the num- 
ber of overhead staunchions at the Ringwood end. 
The current junction is to become the Down junc- 


| tion, and a new junction based on the old storage junc- 
| tion, will connect to the old line to become the Up line. 


Some movement of this line will take place as the 
storage siding is being duplicated at the same time. 
Two sleeper transports were locked in the end of the 


| siding for most of October. 


The continual rain changed scheduled occupation of 
the Ringwood - Croydon section and the final dates 
were 29.9.83; 19, 25, 26.10.83; and 8, 9, 10, 11, 15, 16, 
17, 22.11.83. No official handouts were made and 


| hand written timetables were displayed at each station 


giving details which were basically, no trains between 
09 00 and 14 00 with a substituted bus service. 

At Croydon, the only work in October was comple- 
tion of the platform and continuing work on the new 


| station building, which had its roof on by 21.10.83. A 


retaining wall was built in the carpark for the second 
line. 


Mooroolbark: Construction was begun on a new plat- 
form on the Down side loop. On 16.9.83, the row of 
car parks adjacent was cordoned off, and by 6.10.83, 
the platform face was completed using old rails and 
concrete slabs. As the platform is very narrow, it is 
only likely to be used at peak periods. An article in the 
local paper reported that the Mooroolbark station- 
master was expecting completion by the end of the 
year and that the carpark would be reopened. He also 
foreshadowed automatic signals between Mooroolbark 
and Lilydale, intimating the end of the electric staff. 

Between Lilydale and Mooroolbark, reballasting and 
resleepering was completed between 26.9 and 
20.10.83. Possession was taken on Sunday to Thursday 
nights after 20 00 and a bus service substituted. Ser- 
vices however did not resume on the 20.10.83 due to 
what was initially called, an overhead fault, which was 
the first effect of the maintenance supervisors bans. 
On 20 10 and 21.10.83, the 07 22 from Mooroolbark 
was cancelled. Buses were provided to Lilydale and 
trains left Mooroolbark up to 5 mins late. 

After this, renewal work moved to the Croydon - 
Mooroolbark section on both tracks. Total occupation 
was required on 24.10.83 and 8.11 and 9.11.83. The lat- 
ter meant a bus service from Ringwood, as it coincided 
with duplication work. (DMcA) 


Closure of branch line: Services on the Lubeck - 

Bolangum line were suspended in early June because 

of an unsafe bridge near Rupanyup. Last month Mr 

Crabb decided to close the line permanently because of 

a and the poor general condition of the line. 
A 


The Ringwood - Croydon railway duplication project, showing the stage reached in 
construction of the new track on 3.9.83, approximately 400 metres west of Croydon 
station. (K Avery) 
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Where is it? 


The occupants of these departmental residences have a 
nice view over the tracks and good access to the railway 
station. A happy situation in view of the fact that V/ 
Line trains call regularly at this spot in Victoria’s wheat 


belt. It used to be a junction station until the last wave 
of branch line closures and was, prior to this time, a 
locomotive sub-depot as well. Where is it? Answer in 
next months issue of Newsrail. (AW) 


Delays, Derailments, etc. 


Floods and bans: On Sat.15.10, heavy rain during the 
afternoon affected train services. At Sunbury there was 
water above the sleepers, but not above the rails, and 
trains were not delayed. The Down Overland hit a 
mudslide near Parwan. It was retrieved and ran via 
Brooklyn and North Geelong to Ballarat, where it 
arrived at about 05 00. The Serviceton line was closed 
by the slide, and the Up Overland on Sunday morning 
was diverted via North Geelong. However, by then 
there was water over the line near Little River and the 
Overlandwas diverted into Geelong station. Passengers 
were transferred to Melbourne by bus via Bacchus 
Marsh. The Overland returned to Ballarat to continue 
to Melbourne, as the Geelong line was closed for most 
of the day. 

On Sun.23.10 suburban trains did not run until 
about 17 00, the result of an electricians’ maintenance 
ban. B80 was despatched light around the suburban 
network. It passed through Surrey Hills at about 17 00, 
travelling towards Melbourne, then trains commenced 
running again. 

On Fri.21.10 trains were delayed at Surrey Hills for 
about 20 minutes at around 18 00. No Up trains passed 
during the period, and Down trains were stationary in 
both the Down and centre platforms, with two more 
stopped at the next signals in the rear. 
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On Sun.23.10, possibly because of the electrical | 
strike in Melbourne, the 09 30 Spencer St - Bairnsdale 
pass. was hauled by B81 and B72. (RBS) | 


Late running of Overland: The Overlandon Thursday 
night 1.9.83, left Adelaide on time, but lost 30 min. in 
South Australia, being 30 min. late at Serviceton. By 
Ararat it had caught up 15 mins, and although losing 5 | 
minutes to Ballarat, left only 15 minutes late by shor- 
tening the stop there. Arrival at Spencer St was 23 
minutes late, giving much better time-keeping in Vic- 
toria than in South Australia (CR) 


Commuter trains delayed: On Wed.12.10, thousands | 
of commuters were stranded when a major power fault 

stopped all trains on the busy Frankston and Dan- 

denong lines. The blackout, centred on the Oakleigh 

area, forced many passengers to abandon trains and | 
find other transport to work. Trainloads of passengers | 
sat in darkened carriages for more than 15 minutes | 
before they were told there would be major delays. A | 
V/Line spokesman said the fault happened in an 110- | 
volt control battery at the Caulfield power sub-station | 
at 06 40. It was finally corrected at 08 18 and services | 
started to return to normal (IBB) 
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The 
Overland 
at 
Geelong 


S309 heads the Overland as 
it sits at Geelong with no- 
where to go on Sun. 
16.10.83. See story 
opposite. 


B69 was used to haul the 
complete train with locos to 
North Geelong so that it 
could reverse around the 
North Geelong Loop. 


Leaving the loop, the con- 
sist passes North Geelong 
“C” Box and heads back to 
Ballarat. (All photos Bernie 
Baker) 
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T401 failed due to a broken fuel line, at Carlsruhe, while hauling a special to Bendigo on Sun.5.12.82. It was 
rescued by B72 and B74 on the following Down Swan Hill pass. (Graham Withers) 


T339 assists X34 and T374 on the Up Mount Gambier goods upgrade into Parwan after the X class had failed 
and 339 was taken off the Bacchus Marsh coal train. (Leon Oberg) 


STALLED ON 
INGLISTON BANK 


Above, on Sat.22.10.83, S305 and 307 struggle toward Bank 
Box loop with a long goods after stalling and getting assis- 
tance from C501, below, to clear the section. (Both photos 
Roger Gillard) 


Rollingstock 


New grain wagons: With the favourable seasonal 
break, Victoria’s grain growing areas appear set for a 
record wheat harvest. In order to handle the transpor- 
tation of the expected record production, V/Line has 
commissioned the construction of 100 new grain hop- 
per wagons. Each of the grain wagons has a payload of 
53 tonnes. Fifty of the new wagons have already been 
completed by V/Line’s Ballarat Workshops and the 
balance is under construction for the coming season. 

Australian steel components are playing an impor- 
tant role in their construction. BHP has supplied more 
than 180 tonnes of a special HR340 high yield steel 
which is being used for the two main construction 
members — the two top and bottom sills of each 
wagon. The BHP steel in 6.5 mm thickness is being roll 
formed into the appropriate structural profiles by 
Lysaght Brownbuilt Industries at its Nunawading steel 
service centre. 

Previously, V/Line’s grain wagons have used similar 
steels in short lengths of 3.5 metres for these two main 
structural members. These lengths have then been 
welded end-to-end to provide the overall length of the 
wagons. In the construction of the latest wagon order 
the LBI custom roll forming operation at Nunawading 
is producing the two sections in one length of 14 
metres. The benefits from using one length, rather 
than welding the individual sections is reduced con- 
struction and welding time and improved overall 
strength of the wagons. (LB/ News, JK) 


V/Line Rollingstock in SA: 

Sat.29.10, Alco unit 931 leading C505 were on a Mile 
End bound goods train with Guard’s van AVAY 42- 
Y at the end of the train, which crossed Bluebird 
railcar 253 working the Down Mt Gambier 
passenger service at Balhannah at 09 10. 

Fri.4.11, Alco unit 943 leading C505 with a Down 
Tailem Bend goods train passed through Mt Lofty at 
18 25, guard’s vans AVAY59-Q and AVAY71-G 
were at the end of the train. Bluebird 255 to Victor 
Harbour followed the goods train. 

Sat.5.11, C506 and C501 hauled the Down, Tailem 
Bend goods train which passed through Mt Lofty at 
17 15 with guard’s van AVAY60-M at the end of the 
train. 

The following wagons were sighted at platform 13, 
Adelaide station on Sat.5.11: VBPY52 Tangerine 
and silver colour scheme. VMPY46 Motorail wagon. 

The following Victorian STA wagons have been 
sighted in South Australia during November 83 with 
the check letter after the number: VOCY 1122B, 
ave = VQDW 13L, VQDW 18K, VQDW 22K. 

BMW 


Correction: Last month, I reported that the narrow 
black stripes on S310’s cowcatcher were A-shaped. 
They are, in fact, V-shaped, the central pair meeting at 
the bottom, not the top. Sorry! 


Interesting months: The months October-November 
have proved very interesting, with the arrival of the 
Westrail L class locos (252 and 253), and the return of 
Australian National’s Alco, 942 — my first sighting of 
this (or any “‘live Alco, for that matter), was on 10.11. 
While on a Werribee bound train at about 16 00 we 
passed X41, VBPY and N1 on an Up pass. Under the 
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Dynon - Spencer St flyover, beside this train, and 
towards its rear, stood 942 (No.2 end leading), orange 
VBPY, and N3. 942 was still at Dynon broad gauge 
turntable for crew training on 17.11, but gone by 24.11. 


Foreign locos: Thurs.24.11 was by far one of the best 
for seeing ‘‘foreign’”’ locos — arriving at Spencer St on 
the 08 30 Up Geelong pass. at about 09 45, I sighted 


the Down /CD still in platform 2, with GM27 at the © 
head. The Up Overland was still in platform 1, and was | 


finally shunted out by its own locos at about 10 05. The 
locos (?) X48 and Alco 932, back-to-back. (932 is a 
single-ender — no cab at the flat end). The GM with 
its /CD finally departed at about 10 10 — 70 minutes 
late. A visit to Dynon at about noon revealed Y104 and 
T411 on the standard gauge, as X51 flew by with a 3 
hour late Up Southern Aurora. GM28 was also present, 
as were V/Line locos of almost every class with the col- 


ours — B84, S310, T361, 1386, Y146, X47, with T370 | 
in the shops, having its overhaul completed — nearly | 


ready for release. S308 was also in, but was not stripped 
down, so I don’t know if this loco is also due for over- 


haul, it may only be in for minor repairs. Several Y | 
class, which were stripped for overhaul about a month | 
ago were gone — perhaps to Newport, now that this is | 


where the overhauls are to be done? Anyhow, a return 
to Spencer St to catch the 13 00 Down Geelong pass., 
and just before departure, I watched yellow-ended 


42207 drag in the Up pirit of Progress, three hours late. | 


Allin all, I had seen our own locos, a SRA 422, an AN 
930 class (formerly SAR), and two AN GM class (for- 
merly CR). I was disappointed that no Westrail L class 
were present. Which brings me to a challenge. With 
our own three colour schemes (blue, V/Line and B 
class orange passenger), the three from NSW (old, 
multi-colour and yellow ends), Westrails, and the two 
from AN (red, and green/gold), provided we see 
green/gold locos before the L class return and SRA 
locos in the old scheme go; I would like to be bold and 
say that Dynon is the only depot in Australia where so 
many state’s locos, such a range of loco types and 
shapes, and so many different colours can be seen — 
four state’s locos, and up to 9 colour schemes possible. 
Try and beat that! 


Alterations: V/Line locos T350 and T361 are now out | 
from overhaul, both with cut-away valances and new | 
cabside windows, similar to T345. DRC40 is also V/ 
Line, with a similar paint scheme to DRC43, the 
difference being the V/Line logo on the silver part of | 
the sides (below the windows) instead of the old logo | 
at window level on the orange. DRC40 is also radio 
equipped, with stickers over the drivers windows. 


N sets: N sets are being withdrawn one by one to| 
receive the V/Line logo. At Newport, the old logo is | 
peeled off, and the new logo painted on. However, | 
N13 recently received a total repaint, and looks as good 
as new. The following sets have been done: N1, 18, 17, 
16, 15, 14, 13, 12, 11, 10. N7 is still undergoing | 
modifications of its BRN, 20. S and Z rebuilds are | 
undergoing strange numbering — from numbers such 
as IBRS, 2BRS, 3BRS to 10BRS, and now we have | 
225BRS, 227BRS, (both V/Line), 204BS and 270BZ 
(also both V/Line). 
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Transfers: Transfer of locos has provided some 
interesting sights on the Geelong line lately — on 
22.11, B82 led a middle series T class on the 13 00 
Down Geelong pass., with Nl. The following day, 
again B82, but with X34, N13 and orange VBPY on the 
10 00 Down. The VBPY remained on the train all day 
— unusual, as it is usually just a loco and N set. Later 
the same day, B74 led T345 on the 12 30 Up pass. 
However, my favourite has to be that which occurred 
on Sun.6.11, when orange B81 led V/Line locos T386 
and T363 (back-to-back) and N10 on the 1005 Down 
pass. The pass. returned later (12 30 Up) without the 
Ts. 


On 31.10, T393 led an 11 wagon Up weed-spraying 
train, passing Werribee at about 13 40. 

On 11.11, trackwork at Spencer St station and in the 
yards held up country trains, with the 08 30 Up 
Geelong taking about 35 minutes from North 
Melbourne to Spencer St. On arrival, I sighted at 
least 20 locos waiting to move to Dynon — however, 
from about 1015, all was clear for them, and a 
steady stream of locos over the flyover saw a clear 
yard by about 10 45-11 00. 


Standard gauge: 

3.11: 42210, 42218 (both in new colours), 42212 
(yellow ends), T410, X52. 

11.11: 42205 (yellow ends) (Up SOP), X52, 42217 
(yellow ends), L253 (942 on broad gauge — four 
state’s locos present). 

14.11: X51 (Down /CD). 

17.11: 42208 (new colours), 42202 (yellow ends). 

24.11: GM27 (Down ICD), X51 (Up SA), 42207 
(yellow ends( (Up SOP), GM28, T411, Y104. (932 
on broad gauge). 

Motive power: Below is a list of motive power supplied 

by a reader of Newsrail (as at 1.7.83). Class listed first, 

followed by number of: 

Electric: E 3, L 25. 

Diesel Hydraulic: V 1, W 13. 

Steam: D? 1, K 5, R 4. 

Diesel electric: B 26, F 6, H 5, C 10, S 16, S(SG) 0, T 

91, T(SG) 2, X 17, X(SG) 7, Y 70, Y(SG) 5. 

Railmotors: Diesel 600 h.p 4, 

Diesel electric 9, 


Rail tractor 50. (KW) 


Apart from an attractive finish, reduced construction time and less welding has been required in the building of 
100 new VHHY grain hopper wagons by V/Line, Lysaght Brownbuilt Industries, Nunawading, Victoria, has roll 
formed the top and bottom structural sections for each of the wagons in 14 metre lengths of a special high yield 


steel supplied by BHP. 
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Taildisc 


A look at the possible future: The world’s first public 
transport system to work by magnetic levitation will 
soon receive its first passenger vehicle. Proving trails 
on the 620 metre long Maglev ‘track’, linking Britain’s 
National Exhibition Centre railway station with the 
new passenger terminal at Birmingham airport, will 
start in three months. 

Carrying up to 40 passengers, six seated and the rest 
standing, the vehicle will complete the distance in 
about 90 seconds. It is six metres long, three metres 
high and 2.25 metres wide. The double skinned GRP 
body is mounted on a welded aluminium chassis and 
weighs 4.8 tonnes. Using magnetic repulsion for lift, 
the Maglev car will ride above a pair of steel support 
rails with the 15 mm clearance unvaried by the weight 
or shift of load. Propulsion and braking is provided by a 
frequency voltage linear induction motor mounted 
beneath the car above the linear motor reaction rail at 
the centre of the track. 

Having no driver the car carries an on-board com- 
puter for automatic operation and can function on a 
timed cycle or on a passenger demand — summoned 
by pressing buttons at the stations at either end of the 
track. Designed to accept two-car trains operating in 
the same or opposite directions on parallel tracks, the 
Birmingham Maglev system is built on five-metre high 
columns at 15m intervals. Described as a ‘people 
mover’ it could also be used for carrying cargo at ports 
and airports. (Network) 


Named sleeping cars: It is known that the six non-air- 
conditioned sleeping cars currently in use on the Train 
of Knowledge were formerly named VR & V & SAR 
joint stock sleepers. Currently the cars are numbered 
from 5-10 inclusive with no obvious reference of their 
former identities. Careful inspection of the sleepers 
has positively identified Nos. 5, 6 and 9 to be Wando, 
Inmanand Pekina respectively. However, the identities 
of Nos. 7, 8 and 10 still remain a mystery. Can any 
reader put a name to each of these remaining sleepers 
and also what became of the airconditioned sleepers 
Nos. 1 to 4. (KH) 


Railway signalling system: O’Donnell Griffin’s 
Wagga Wagga regional office recently won a contract 
with DML Engineering Pty. Limited valued in excess 
of $800,000. The contract is for the installation of 
equipment associated with the new railway signalling 
system for the single line section of a 180 km track bet- 
ween Junee and Albury in NSW. Over 285 km of 
multi-core cable will be laid in the 1.1 metre deep 50 
km trench. 

On completion there will be 170 under-track cross- 
ings, some open cut and others underbored. The pro- 
ject involves the installation of the side track signals 
that require excavation boring, forming, concrete 
pouring and ultimately the installation and connection 
of some 180 signals. Also included in the contract is 
the installation of 176 beside-track, weather-proof con- 
trol cubicles with cabling and in excess of 650 track cir- 
cuit junctions. 

Boom gate and illuminated level-crossings will also 
be installed, including huts and grid rails throughout 
the 180 km track. All equipment will be connected 
back to and controlled by the Junee Computer Centre 
and on completion of the project there will be in excess 
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of 26,000 cable connections tested and terminated. To 
maintain continuity of the power supply to the system 
in the event of mains failure, 10 diesel-engined genera- 
tor standby sets are being installed over the route. 

The project warrants a high standard of safety pro- 
cedures for all personnel and extensive safety training 
programmes have been undertaken by staff in railway 
safety programmes. This project requires the team to 
check into a new location each day and very detailed 
project management procedures have been imple- 
mented in order that the correct plant, materials and 
labour are at the correct location along the track each 
day. The project will be completed late this year. (AN/ 
Newsreel, No.3, 1983) 


RAILWAY QUIZ: 


Last month’s answer: The current station at Flinders 
St was completed in 1910. 


This month’s question: To date, what is the last loco 
built at the Newport Workshops? 


BOOK REVIEW 


List of Locomotives built by the Victorian Railways 
— Report No.1: (First Edition) Platina Publications, 9 
Drake Street, Ferntree Gully, 3156. 

This is the first of a series of carefully compiled dup- 
licated listings in order of production date of locomo- 
tives built in Australia, principally by the several Rail- 
way Workshops themselves. This first report detailing 
the locomotives built by VR shops between 1872 and 
1960, includes the 13 Australian Standard Garratts 
assembled at Newport between 1943-45 for the Com- | 
monwealth Land Transport Board for wartime service 
on 3' 6” gauge. 

The listing includes a progressive ‘building number’ 
(despite that no Builder’s Numbers as such were ever | 
allocated by VR) for the nearly 600 steam and diesel | 
locomotives, crane tank locomotives and steam cranes 
built at Williamstown, Newport, North Ballarat and | 
Bendigo North workshops, in date order of delivery. 
An attempt has been made to include the known with- | 
drawal or scrapping date for each, as well as to indicate 
renumberings, preservation sites and other informa- 
tion. 

At its modest price of $3.00 ($3.50 posted) this 
should have a ready sale to those interested in this 
facet of our hobby. The listing provides a handy ready 
reference to much of the steam locomotive stock of 
the former Victorian Railways. Copies available from | 
the publisher or various railfan suppliers. 


It is a new year but we still have the same challenge. We 
only have enough articles for the next two editions and a 
reducing number of photographs. We look to you for 
assistance. 


Do you find you have nothing to do on 
Tuesday nights? 


Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the Down 
platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 
there! 
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BOOK REVIEW 


The Ovens Valley Railway: by Wal Larsen. 160 pp. 
Published by Wal Larsen, Bright, 1983. Recommended 
price $10 (posted), autographed if ordered direct. 

The author and publisher needs no introduction. For 
long a resident of Bright, as well as a railway enthusiast 
and historian, who better to record almost on a day-by- 
day basis the story of the inception, building and run- 
ning of the picturesque Victorian Railways branch line 
which terminated at the delightful town of Bright, surely 
one of the prettiest in Victoria at any season. 

This reviewer found much of the book, comprising a 
multitude of mainly short ‘snippets’, gives an often 
amusing and certainly effective coverage of almost 
/ every aspect of the Ovens Valley Railway and its inf- 
luence on the affairs and events of the citizens of Bright 
Shire. It is a fitting companion piece to the author’s 
‘Mayday Hills Railway’, detailing the history of the 
Beechworth railway, published previously. 

Like the Beechworth line, and its former extension to 
Yackandandah, the Bright line is now closed to traffic 
beyond Myrtleford, despite it having been substantially 
upgraded and provided with permanent steel and con- 
crete bridges since the 1940’s. But Wal Larsen’s word 
picture of a trip on the line and its scenic attractions en 
route should suffice for those who can no longer enjoy a 
journey by train to Bright or Mount Buffalo Chalet 
along the Ovens Valley Railway. 

Those who, like this reviewer, have happy memories 
of the line, will enjoy reading the book. Copies, 
autographed by the author are available post free from 
W Larsen, 29 Delany Avenue, Bright, 3741. Price $10. 
(JLB 12/83) 


THE 
RAILFAN 
SHOP 


@® BOOKS @ MAGAZINES 

e BADGES @ RECORDS 

@ SLIDES @® PHOTOGRAPHS 
@ SECONDHAND MODELS 


632 BOURKE STREET, 
MELBOURNE, 3000 


Telephone: 67 2480 


JANUARY 1984 


THE AUSTRALIAN 
RAILWAY PHOTOGRAPHER 
MAGAZINE 


As previously advertised in Newsrail 
through 1983.The above magazine 
unfortunately will not be released. 


This is due to circumstances beyond 
the control of the publisher who 
extends his thanks and apologies for 
any inconvenience caused to all 
supporters of the project. 


Further enquiries are welcome, 
addressed to: 


Peter Mackenzie 
PHOTORAIL PUBLICATIONS 


P.O. BOX 4 
MOWBRAY, 7250, TASMANIA 


Why not subscribe and have Newsrail 
home delivered? 
DETAILS: 


A.R.H.S. Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA, G.P.O. Melbourne, 3001 
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